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education is most closely bound up with the recruitment
and training of teachers. The complications introduced by
the second World War and the renewal of plans to raise the
school-leaving age and provide extended educational facili-
ties for "young persons'1 made the problem of the supply of
well-qualified teachers more urgent than ever. For this
reason, in March 1942, Mr. R. A. Butler, the President of
the Board of Education, appointed a .committee which is
usually known by the name of its chairman, Sir Arnold
McNair. Its terms of reference were "to investigate the
present sources of supply and the methods of recruitment
and training of teachers and youth leaders, and to report
what principles should guide the Board in these matters in
the future/'2 Its report was presented in 1944. The Com-
mittee, faced with the problem that some 70,000 additional
teachers would be needed after the war, realised that con-
ditions in the profession would have to be made more
attractive and that the field from which teachers were drawn
would have to be extended. "Education," said Mr, Butler
in the House of Commons,8 "is more than mere acquisition
of knowledge, and it is my belief that after the war we could
find young men and women with a wide experience of life,
not necessarily academically inclined, who, if suitably
trained, would welcome this form of service to the com-
munity and would add variety and richness to the teaching
personnel." The McNair Committee therefore recom-
mended that every encouragement and help should be
given to pupils in all forms of post-primary school, and not
merely in the academic grammar school, if they were willing
"to consider preparation for the teaching profession and are

1 This is the term normally used in Acts of Parliament to denote boys and girls
who have left school, but are still under the age of eighteen. In the Children and
Young Persons Act of 1933 the upper age limit is seventeen.

2 Report on Teachers and^ Youth Leaders^ p. 5.

8 June 16th, 1942. Parliamentary Debates, Fifth Series, vol. 580, p. 1412.